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local + wire services
STATE DEPARTMENT ECONOMIC OFFICER 
TO SPEAK TO MODEL U.N. NOV. 21 AT UM
MISSOULA—
The officer-in-charge of the U.S. State Department's European Bureau,
Regional Economic Affairs will address high school students and others attending 
the 19th annual Montana Model United Nations (MMUN) Monday, Nov. 21, at the 
University of Montana.
Mark J. Platt, whose responsibilities cover U.S.-Western Europe economic 
and trade relations, will speak to the students at 9 a.m. Nov. 21 in the UM 
University Center Ballroom.
The MMUN is designed to give high school students from across Montana 
experience in mock U.N. activities. Students from 16 high schools will compete 
for awards given on their representation of U.N. member-nation delegations and 
activities in the simulated U.N. sessions.
Meyer Chessin, UM professor of botany, will address the MMUN at an awards 
banquet 5 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 22. Chessin was a Fulbright Fellow in the Soviet 
Union last spring and has traveled extensively in eastern Europe and Israel, where 
he has collaborated on research projects.
Platt's office deals with issues concerning agriculture, steel, trade, 
investments and negotiations for several international organizations including 
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and Global 
Negotiations. He also is involved in the implementation of the Multilateral 
Trade Negotiation agreements.
A member of the U.S. Foreign Service since 1970, Platt has served as an 
officer in Kabul, Afghanistan; Tehran, Iran; and Madrid, Spain. He also was
(over)
State department--add one
vice consul in Quito, Ecuador.
Before joining the Foreign Service, Platt was employed by the Chase 
Manhattan Bank in New York. He received a master's degree from the School of 
Foreign Service at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., in 1968 and a 
bachelor's degree in history from Tufts University, Boston, in 1966.
#
NOTE: Mr. Platt will be available to answer questions from the press
and public immediately following his speech in the UC Ballroom.
